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Mississippi Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics
Child Care Development Fund

Child Care Health Consultants

College and Career Readiness Standards

Child Development Associate

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Children’s Health Insurance Program

Classroom Assessment Scoring System

Deveraux Early Childhood Assessment for Preschool
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale

Early Childhood Institute

English Language Arts

Early Learning and Development

Early Learning and Development Program

English Language Learners

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute
Federally Qualified Health Centers

General Education Development credential

Healthy Homes Mississippi

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
Infant/Toddler Environmental Rating Scale

Information Technology Services

Multidisciplinary Assessment and Planning Teams
Mississippi Building Blocks

Mississippi Child Care Quality Step System

Mississippi Children’s Museum

Mississippi Department of Education

Mississippi Department of Human Services

Mississippi Economic Council

Mississippi Low-Income Child Care Initiative
Mississippi Steps to Succeed

Mississippi Child Care Resource and Referral System
Mississippi State Department of Health

Mississippi Lead Poisoning Prevention and Healthy Homes Program
Mississippi State University

National Center for Early Development and Learning
National Strategic Planning and Analysis Research Center
Office for Children and Youth, MS Department of Human Services
Online Employment System

MWPPI



PAT
PHRM/ISS
POWER
PPVT-4
PRAMS
PREPARE
QRS
RHCs
SECAC
SLDS
SPARK
TANF
TCC
TQRIS
WIC

List of Acronyms

2013 Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Application - Mississippi

Parents as Teachers

Perinatal High Risk Management/Infant Support Services
Preventing Obesity with Every Resource

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, Fourth Edition
Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring Survey
PREschool Personnel Assistance, Resources and Education
Quality Rating System

Rural Health Clinics

State Early Childhood Advisory Council

State Longitudinal Data System

Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

Transitional Child Care

Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System

Women, Infants and Children’s Nutrition Program
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Glossary of Terms

Acronym

CCDF

CCHCs

CHIP

CLASS

ECERS-R

ECI

Excel by 5

FFVP

FQHC

Glossary of Terms

Description

Child Care Development Fund: Is a federal program that assists low-
income families in obtaining child care so that they can work or attend
training/education

Child Care Health Consultants: A national train-the-trainer program
that prepares child health and child care professionals to train child care
health consultants in their state, territory, or community

Children’s Health Insurance Program: Is designed to provide health
care insurance for children in families without health insurance or with
inadequate health insurance and it does not replace Medicaid

Classroom Assessment Scoring System: An observational tool that
provides a common lens and language focused on classroom
interactions that boost student learning.

Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale: Revised version of
original ECERS that contains inclusive and culturally sensitive
indicators for many items. Also, new items have been added on
Interaction (staff-child, child-child and discipline), Curriculum
(nature/science and math/number) Health & Safety and Parents & Staff

Early Childhood Institute at Mississippi State University: Its mission is
develop and provide research-based practices and policy
recommendations that promote high quality early childhood
development and learning for all young children in Mississippi

Certification process that supports families with children ages 0-5 by
encouraging community-based collaborations

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program: A federal program, which
encourages buying and providing fresh produce to students

Federally Qualified Health Centers: A federally qualified health center
is a type of provider defined by the Medicare and Medicaid statutes.
FQHCs include all organizations receiving grants under Section 330 of
the Public Health Service Act, certain tribal organizations, and FQHC
Look-Alikes

MWPPI
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IDEA

ITERS-R

LifeTracks

MAP Teams

MBB

MCCQSS

MLICCI

MS2S

MSCCR&R

nSPARC
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Healthy Homes Mississippi: a new home visiting program serving
pregnant mothers and parents with children less than 3 months of age

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: A federal law that governs
how states and public agencies provide early intervention, special
education, and related services to children with disabilities. It addresses
the educational needs of children with disabilities from birth to age 18
or 21

Infant/Toddler Environmental Rating Scale: Revised version of the
original ITERS that is designed to assess center-based child care
programs for infants and toddlers up to 30 months of age

The State Longitudinal Data System for Mississippi

Multidisciplinary Assessment and Planning Teams: Are
multidisciplinary local teams in Mississippi that review cases
concerning children and youth who have serious emotional
disturbances and who are at immediate risk for an inappropriate 24-
hour institutional placement

Mississippi Building Blocks: A private-sector funded pilot program
designed to assist existing childcare centers in making improvements to
their programs by improving teaching and learning in licensed child
care centers; strengthening parenting skills; and improving school-
readiness among entering kindergartners

Mississippi Child Care Quality Step System: Mississippi’s current
TQRIS

Mississippi Low-Income Child Care Initiative: A statewide
organization of parents, providers, and community leaders working
together to improve, advocate, build child care for low-income children

Mississippi Steps to Succeed: The revised TQRIS system for
Mississippi

Mississippi Child Care Resource and Referral System: Encourages the
implementation of an age appropriate curriculum in child care centers
to ensure Mississippi’s children start kindergarten ready to learn

National Strategic Planning & Analysis Research Center: An
interdisciplinary center, housed at Mississippi State University, that
provides an intellectual hub for promoting research and scholarship
aimed at addressing complex social and economic issues in the state,
region, nation, and world

MWPPI 12
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PAT Parents as Teachers: A home visiting model that provides the
information, support and encouragement parents need to help their
children develop optimally during their crucial early years of life

POWER Preventing Obesity with Every Resource: program that encourages
governors and senior state leaders to increase
physical activity, improve nutrition, and prevent obesity among
America’s children

PREPARE PREschool Personnel Assistance, Resources and Education: the
project’s goal is to improve the quality of care for children in licensed
child care settings across the state by enhancing the professional
development opportunities needed for centers to successfully include
children at risk and children with special needs

RHCs Rural Health Clinics: A program intended to increase primary care
services for Medicaid and Medicare patients in rural communities,
while clinics receive enhanced reimbursement rates for providing these
services

SECAC State Early Childhood Advisory Council: from Mississippi’s Office of
the Governor, this entity aims to develops a strategic plan and to
coordinate efforts, programs, and resources supporting children birth to
five years

SLDS State Longitudinal Data System: Its goal is to develop, implement, and
expand longitudinal data systems that link information from pre-
kindergarten through the workforce

SPARK Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids in Mississippi: An early
education initiative that brings together parents, schools, early
education providers including child care and Head Start, child
advocacy groups, state and local government agencies and businesses
for the purpose of ensuring school readiness and academic success for
Mississippi’s children ages 3 to 8.

TQRIS Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System: Rating and
improvement strategies to elevate the quality of care in state early care
and education systems and to support and improve children’s
development

Glossary of Terms MWPPI 13
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Eligibility Requirements

The State must meet the following requirements to be eligible to compete for funding under this
program:
(a) The State has not previously received an RTT-ELC grant.

(b) The LLead Agency must have executed with each Participating State Agency a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) or other binding agreement that the State must attach to its application,
describing the Participating State Agency’s level of participation in the grant. (See section XIIL.) At a
minimum, the MOU or other binding agreement must include an assurance that the Participating State
Agency agrees to use, to the extent applicable--

(1) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;

(2) A set of statewide Program Standards;

(3) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and

(4) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

List of Participating State Agencies:

The applicant should list below all Participating State Agencies that administer public funds
related to early learning and development, including at a minimum: the agencies that administer
or supervise the administration of CCDF, the section 619 of part B of IDEA and part C of IDEA
programs, State-funded preschool, home visiting, Title I of ESEA, the Head Start State
Collaboration Grant, and the Title V Maternal and Child Care Block Grant, as well as the State
Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care, the State’s Child Care Licensing
Agency, and the State Education Agency.

For each Participating State Agency, the applicant should provide a cross-reference to the place
within the application where the MOU or other binding agreement can be found. Insert
additional rows if necessary. The Departments will determine eligibility.

Participating State

Agency Name (Indicate MOU Location in | Funds/Program(s) administered by the

the Lead Agency) Application Participating State Agency
Mississippi Office of p. 17 e State Head Start Collaboration grant
Governor e Early Childhood Advisory Council
Mississippi Department of | Appendix A-7 e Child Care and School Age Child Care
Health Licensing
e Healthy Homes Home Visiting
Program

e Early Intervention Services for Infants
and Toddlers (Section 619 of IDEA
Part C)

Eligibility Requirements MWPPI 18
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Mississippi Department of | Appendix A-5 e Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood
Human Services Home Visit Program (MIECHYV)
e Child Care- TANF Block Grant
Mississippi Department of | Appendix A-4 e Early Childhood Education Early
Education Learning Collaborative (state funded
preK)
e Mississippi Building Blocks
e Preschool Special Education Units
(State funded)
e Preschool Special Education (Section
619 of IDEA Part B)
e Title | ESEA
National Strategic Planning | Appendix A-8 e P20W Statewide Longitudinal Data
& Analysis Research System (LifeTracks)
Center (nSPARC)
Mississippi Board of Appendix A-3 e ECE certification programs
Community Colleges
Mississippi Institutions of | Appendix A-6 e ECE credential programs
Higher Learning o ECE career ladder

(¢) There must be an active Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV)
program in the State, either through the State under section 511(c) of Title V of the Social Security Act,
as added by section 2951 of the Affordable Care Act of 2010 (Pub. L. 111-148), or through an eligible
non-profit organization under section 511(h)(2)(B).

The State certifies that it has an active MIECHYV program in the State, either through the
State or through an eligible non-profit organization. The Departments will determine eligibility.

O No

Eligibility Requirements

MWPPI
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Introduction

“Research shows that the more a child learns before entering the schoolhouse door the more
successful he or she will be in life — from kindergarten to the workplace. We owe it to children —
every child in Mississippi — to ensure our early childhood learning efforts provide a first-rate
foundation for success.”

— Mississippi Governor, Phil Bryant

In the face of significant challenges, Mississippi has made great progress in recent years toward
providing all of its young children with access to quality early learning and development (ELD)
programs. With strong leadership from the private sector, foundations, nonprofits, communities,
and state elected officials, as well as the enthusiastic and sustained participation and significant
investment from many partners, we believe that Mississippi’s ELD efforts have reached a tipping

point.

In the past year, Mississippi has researched, introduced and enacted bold public education
policies aimed at creating meaningful improvement in student outcomes. A natural element of
the State's education reforms has included increased interest in and understanding of the
importance of fostering school readiness at an early age. It is clear that access to high quality
ELD programs can have a profound impact on a children’s short-term well-being and long-term
success in life and work, preparing them to be responsible parents, highly respected
professionals, and outstanding citizens; and in order to address the many challenges we face in
the state we must make the appropriate investment in our children to make effective services
available through the establishment of an integrated statewide ELD system that will truly work
for Mississippi’s children. With sure footing on a foundation of one of the country’s most
impressive sets of longitudinal P-20W data and a large body of sound research and compelling
evidence, we in Mississippi know what works and in order to meet the great challenges before us
and create the ELD system that our children deserve, we are ready to work together to make key
changes to our system and scale up our successes to benefit children across the state. While we

are already moving in this direction and are confident that we will eventually succeed with or
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without an RTT-ELC grant, these funds would allow us to greatly increase our momentum

toward our ELD goals.

Owning Our Own Challenges History and Challenges

We understand the barriers we face. Fundamentally, we understand that far too many
Mississippi children show up at the kindergarten door lacking the skills and preparation
necessary in order for them to achieve, the State must readdress its efforts to provide access to
high-quality early childhood education. We also understand that in order to address the lack of
school readiness that is prevalent among our state’s youngest citizens, we must leverage best
practices from other states’ experiences and pursue strategies that have been shown to improve
student outcomes. This effort, however, must come from our own willingness to create this
change, to embrace this fundamental concern, and to finally establish a collaborative state-

funded early learning system that will enable us to meet the challenges unique to our state.

Turning a Corner: Recent Progress

We in Mississippi want to reform our ELD system. We are ready for and committed to the
establishment of a more effective and comprehensive ELD system. In recent years, we have
made significant progress, much of which is unprecedented for our state and some of which is
impressive even on a national scale. Highlights of our achievements and future plan (which are

explained in subsequent sections) include the following milestones:

e Excel by 5 was established in 2005 and has grown to 26 certified communities focusing
on parental and community engagement

e The state’s first Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System (TQRIS) was
established by state legislation in 2006 (and a revised version of the system, named
Mississippi Steps to Succeed (MS2S) is in progress)

e The State Early Childhood Advisory Council was established in 2007

e Mississippi Building Blocks, a nationally recognized early learning program, was

developed in 2008

o LifeTracks, Mississippi’s longitudinal data system, which provides valuable metrics on

needs and successes within Mississippi's workforce and public education system was

initially launched in 2009

Introduction MWPP]
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e The Mississippi Children’s Museum opened in 2010 and provides outreach and parent
education across the state

o A revised set of Early Learning Standards for three- and four-year-olds aligned with
national college and career readiness standards was released in 2013

e State-funded preK began through legislation in 2013

o A Statewide Kindergarten Entry Assessment will be implemented beginning in 2014

Stepping Forward

The time is ripe for reform in Mississippi. With strong support and leadership from the governor,
the private sector (see Invitational Priority #6 for more details), agencies, and organizations
across the State are on board and rallied around the vision, ready and eager to make changes to
the state’s ELD system and enact effective reforms. All of the major players are excited about
the plan and strategies described in this application. Our plan is comprised of the following
integrated goals depicted

in the figure below, which

GOAL1:
will be expanded upon in Improve
detail throughout this & Expand
application. To meet our Use of
challenges, we intend to GOAL 5: Standarc GOAL 2:
build upon our successes Integrate Revise
and strengths with bold Community & Family & Expand

Engagement/ Use of TQRIS

reform (goals that are Parenting Support (MS25)

ambitious yet attainable

and sustainable), placing

special attention on key

GOAL 4: GOAL3:
areas and grounding our Scalea Promote
strategies in proven and High Quality High Quality Prof.

Kindergarten Development
Entry .- & Improve
Assessment Workforce

promising practices.
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Support statewide implementation of early learning standards that are aligned with K-3

standards and serve as the basis for all early learning programs in Mississippi.

Goal 2:

One of the premises of access to high-quality ELD programs is that all children should
have equal opportunity. Some parts of the state do this better than others, but we must
ensure that learning standards set high expectations throughout the state. The RTT-ELC
grant will help the state achieve this goal by leveraging current available resources and
infrastructure. For example, the state will benefit from its statewide data system,
LifeTracks, to identify differences in standards and better align early learning with K-3.
This process has been done very successfully by some Head Start programs in the state
that are now able to demonstrate how Head Start children perform on standardized tests
in third grade. The results of these Head Start studies were used to provide feedback to
the programs to allow for better alignment with K-3 expectations and beyond. Research
conducted over the last several years will also be used to inform how to overcome the
barriers to promoting consistent Early Learning Standards, developed by Mississippi
education professionals, across different settings. The established partnerships by state
and local communities will be used as a channel of communication to convey the value of
using consistent standards. The state will also be able to leverage the grant to scale up
best practices learned from small-scale projects across the state, including training for
childcare centers on the standards through a scaled program based on Mississippi
Building Blocks (MBB), the Child Care Health Consultants (CCHC) initiative, the MBB
parenting model, the Excel by 5 program and outreach, and outreach to parents via the

Mississippi Children’s Museum.

Revise and expand state’s revised TORIS system at scale to promote quality

improvements statewide and improve access to quality ELD programs for Children with High

Needs.

We will revise our existing TQRIS system (MCCQSS) in response to feedback from the
field, creating Mississippi Steps to Succeed (MS2S), which will raise the quality and
rigor of the standards and ensure alignment with other components of the state early
learning strategy. In addition to standards revision, MS2S will include provide
significantly more professional development and technical assistance support to the early

child care center directors and early learning educators to ensure that they understand the
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standards and are able to effectively and efficiently improve the delivery of their services.
Furthermore, to promote the understanding and effectiveness of the system, MS2S will
also include enhanced efforts to inform parents about the meaning of the ratings and ways
in which centers can move to higher tiers (or “steps”). This latter effort aims to empower
the community and encourage participation in efforts to improve centers. Our goal will
be to encourage statewide participation in the MS2S beyond the state’s publicly funded-
centers, including, for instance, participation from 100 percent of Head Start Centers,

privately-funded centers, and church-based centers.

Goal 3: Promote consistent and high-quality professional development opportunities for all

Mississippi early educators to improve instruction for early learning programs.

According to the US Department of Labor, Mississippi has one of the most innovative
workforce systems in the country and is well positioned to address the quality of training
our early learning educator workforce to meet these ambitious demands of improving
quality for our youngest citizens. The RTT-ELC grant will be leveraged to assist the
state as we continue to develop professional development materials, such as online
training, establishment of training facilities, expanded credentialing and preservation of
training offered through community colleges, and the coordination of professional
development activities to ensure consistent quality across programs throughout the state.
All of these activities will be guided by our data system. LifeTracks will be used to help
identify qualified educators for early learning programs, demonstrate what is in the
pipeline to postsecondary education, and inform higher education institutions about
educational requirements and better articulate programs between two- and four-year
colleges. LifeTracks will also help inform our efforts to make training available through
community colleges and help in the recruitment process through the Mississippi
Department of Employment Security. Most importantly, LifeTracks will help to link
programs with children’s short- and long-term outcomes. In doing so, we will be able to

identify programs that work best in different contexts and environments.
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Goal 4: Improve professional knowledge on the implications for child outcomes among early

elementary teachers, early learning programs, parents, and policy-makers on the statewide

kindergarten entry assessment.

Under the new Education Works legislation, all districts will now use the same high
quality Kindergarten Entry Assessment. The assessment will be selected and adopted

during the present school year and fully implemented in 2014-2015.

To complement this new assessment and improve its effectiveness, the state will provide
training to all early learning educators across program types to build a developmentally
appropriate assessment. In the elementary school communities with the greatest need,
“Readiness Teams” will be created, including stakeholders from both the ELD and
elementary school systems to assist with support such as training to parent education and
outreach. Additionally, the state’s kindergarten educators will be trained to effectively
implement the kindergarten entry assessment and understand how best to support the
learning and growth of a child’s education. LifeTracks will be critical to helping
Mississippi achieve this goal in two important ways. First, LifeTracks will help the
assessment better align student needs as they move along their educational pathways. For
example, educators can be informed about the needs of specific segment of child
populations and, therefore, promoting better alignment of resources across programs
(e.g., IDEA Parts B and C). Second, families, local leaders, and policymakers can be
better informed through reports available on the LifeTracks portal about actions

necessary to address critical needs within and across programs.

Goal 5: Integrate family and community engagement, and parenting support throughout the early

learning system

The state has already committed to engaging families and has several activities
underway. Mississippi has also conducted some critical research to help understand
barriers to family engagement. Results clearly show that families with High Needs
Children struggle with work-home balance. Many single mothers have the difficult task
of working while trying to spend quality time with their children. Many of these mothers

come from areas of the state with high concentrations of poverty, and they often must

Introduction MWPPI 25



2013 Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Application - Mississippi

commute for more than an hour each way to work. The grant will help the state find

creative ways to get families engaged knowing the barriers they face.

Conclusion

We are proud of our efforts but recognize that we have a long way to go to close the educational
and opportunity gaps for Children with High Needs. The RTT-ELC grant will enable us to
significantly accelerate our plan to overcome our ELD challenges. As described in A(2) and
other sections, we intend to significantly improve the early learning experience of MS children
through 11 key projects aimed at addressing the deficiencies of our current system and achieving
the goals of our broader ELD vision. We are ready to reorganize our services, build on the
progress we have worked hard to achieve over the past several years, work with our private
sector allies, scale up what has been proven to be effective, and use RTT-ELC funds to help

transform the State's ELD system.

In sum, we believe that Mississippi is very well positioned to achieve our five goals. The
content of this application will clearly demonstrate the enormous amount of work the state has
done. As you read about our plan, we ask you, the reviewer, to please keep the framework

outlined in this introduction and a few considerations in mind:

e Mississippi is capable of bold and dramatic change. Mississippi has proven that it is
capable of achieving dramatic positive change despite the challenges the state faces. The
key here is to understand that Mississippi’s high rates of poverty presents unique
obstacles. When Mississippi statistics are put into context relevant to states with greater
resources and fewer barriers, Mississippi fares very well. It is important to understand
what we can accomplish and have accomplished rather than looking at numbers without
context. For example:

o Our efforts to revamp the state’s workforce development system, for example,
have been transformative. Over the past decade, the state has positioned itself to
promote more and better jobs and to better manage limited resources while
continuing to invest in human capital development. The overall strategy was to
identity, promote, and implement practices that operate on both the supply and

demand side of the economy and reflect regional differences and needs. The
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state’s commitment was clear: To improve the quality of life in Mississippi, the
state had to focus on practices that its workforce needed while creating access to
good jobs for workers across the state and local regions. To this end, the state set
out to reform its fragmented and inefficient workforce system. The effort was
kicked into high gear by the Mississippi Comprehensive Workforce Training and
Education Consolidation Act of 2004 and continued through a decade of strong
public-private partnerships as well as the development of an innovative,
nationally recognized one-stop system called the Online Employment Services
System (OESS), which helps job seekers find employment and training. The
results of this sustained effort have been acknowledged by a high-profile national
economic competitiveness study, which in 2013 ranked the state as number 10 on
a scale of economic outlook — a climb from number 19 just two years earlier.!
(See the Appendix I-1 for a more detailed description of the state’s workforce
efforts.)

In addition, the Mississippi Children’s Museum — a 43,000-square-foot learning
facility, which has been widely successful in providing rich educational
experiences to Mississippi children, coordinating outreach to parents, and
providing literacy professional development to educators — was funded with $27

million from private funding sources.

® We view this grant as a catalyst for reform, not the answer to all of our ELD challenges.

While $37.5 million over four years would give our efforts a great boost, this grant is not

the solution to all of our ELD challenges. The grant would only provide the start-up funds

for scaling up our successes. With public and private funding over the last five years, we

understand how the grant funds will play an integral role in our long-term goals to

develop a successful ELD framework.

® We own our problems and embrace proven solutions. When you own your own

problems, great change can happen. Mississippi has taken ownership of its own

challenges, and we look forward to sharing with you our plan to not simply put a band-

aid on those problems but to create an exemplary ELD system. We feel that this plan and

our success as a State will be a model for the country and other states in similar positions.

! Rich States, Poor States, 6th Edition By Arthur B. Laffer, Stephen Moore and Jonathan Williams 2013

Introduction
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We look forward to being a success story and an inspiration for other States facing
similar challenges at similar places in their ELD system development.

® We have a solid plan to make great progress. We are proposing a plan to go from an
unacceptable status quo to above average in 4 years and for continued success thereafter.
Our primary goal is to improve access to high quality ELD programs for all children by
kicking our “One Mississippi” Plan, an ambitious yet achievable ELD plan that was
established before this competition was announced, into high gear. For us, this process is
not about winning a grant but rather about helping to jumpstart many of our long-term

goals.
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Selection Criteria

Core Areas — Sections A and B

Selection Criteria: Sections A and B MWPPI

29



2013 Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Application - Mississippi

A. Successful State Systems

Mississippi has embraced the challenges of reforming our state’s early learning and development
(ELD) system, and we are committed to undergoing transformational change for our younger
citizens so that all children can have access to high quality care, high quality early learning
educators, and a high quality place of learning. As a state, we could not have made this
commitment 20 years ago -- or even 10 years ago. Our commitment is the result of all sectors
and stakeholders agreeing on the same vision and outcome and through cooperation among these
stakeholders to tackle the issues together. We have demonstrated our ability to reform our state’s

infrastructure in other sectors for, most recently with our labor and workforce.

Early learning reforms in the state faced challenges similar to those of our efforts to reform the
workforce industry. We lacked any state funding for preK. Our Quality Rating System was in
dire need of reform. Almost 10 percent of our early childhood educators had no high school
diploma or General Education Development credential (GED). Our standards for early learning
were constructed prior to the research-based movement that occurred with many other state

standards.

Ten years ago, we decided to make a substantial change in how we support our educational
system. We realized that despite the outpouring of outside research organizations and advocacy
groups who frequently flocked to Mississippi to offer advice and ideas, change would not come
unless the state embraced the need for it. As you will read below, our business community
recognized the need for improving the educational system, beginning with the foundations
focused on early learning. Much credit has been given to the Mississippi business community,
who realized the importance of developing a strong early learning infrastructure to promote state
economic success. Such groups, like the 7,000+ members of the Mississippi Economic Council
and nationally respected business leaders like Jim Barksdale, helped jumpstart the state’s
attention to improve the education system not just through large donations but through strong
lobbying efforts for state legislation and even co-designing early learning programs and
professional development programs for early educators. The call to action was easily heard

across the four Mississippi regions. State elected officials, state foundations, advocacy groups,
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and research organizations took notice: it is time to change and we, as proud citizens of our state,

must do this together.

As you will see in the following narrative, our state has made impressive gains in reforming our
ELD system. These gains are impressive when compared not only to the status of our state’s
system ten years ago but also when compared to the reforms made in other States. We have
aligned our early standards with national benchmarks and the K-3 system. We have passed
legislation supporting collaborations for state-funded preschool. We have developed early
learning programs that have shown tremendous gains in child outcomes, not just with respect to
kindergarten readiness but to gains that last well through third grade. We have developed strong
partnerships with all of our child care centers, including all of our Head Start centers, providing
forums and communication strategies allowing the state to learn from their graduates’ outcomes

up to 5 years later.

The overall approach to reforming our system has been focused and sustainable. We have been
able to make such strides as you will see, with limited state resources, when compared to other
states. These gains and these reforms have been done through an “all hands on deck” approach
to this reform, from business leaders, foundations, advocacy groups, child care centers, and
community engagement. Everyone has embraced this call for change. The opportunity to apply
for this RTT-ELC grant has been an exciting process for the state. If given the opportunity, we
look forward to jumpstarting many of our ideas and scaling up proven practices. If not given the
opportunity, we will still forge ahead, since we are committed to changing our educational

system in the state. And it begins with the early learning system.

(A)(1) Demonstrating past commitment to early learning and
development

Mississippi has received support from stakeholders from across the early learning environment in
order to bring about the successes needed to improve our infrastructure for ELD programs and
services for our children — especially those with high needs. These efforts have been
unprecedented in our state’s history and have now been established within our state’s annual
budget and state legislation to ensure sustainability, matching the longstanding support of our

private and nonprofit sector.
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(a) Financial Investment from 5 years ago to present

Since 2007, all of the state’s Early Learning and Development (ELD) stakeholder groups, from
state and local governments to foundations and private companies, have invested in the state’s
ELD efforts. The portfolio of investments increased with each year, and the number of
supporters. In the last 5 years, we have seen a significant increase in funding for such programs.
These increases in early learning investments have occurred despite the number of challenges
that our state has faced:

e Despite the fiscal challenges of the recent recession, we have increased spending in Early

Learning every year in the last three years by almost ten percent, and we recently passed

legislation to support state-funded preschool and have funded $6 million toward @
improving early learning services.
e Mississippi has benefitted from a strong private and foundation sector involvement with

an average increase of 5 percent funding in the last 5 years

Five Year Trend in Overall Investment (see Table A(1)-4)

Despite continuing budget constraints in recent years, Mississippi has continued to focus its
resources on investing and creating high quality care and opportunities for its ELD programs. We
were able to fully restore funding to our state’s TQRIS program (after a 97 percent reduction in
2009 due to the national economic crisis), and have even increased funding by an additional
three percent. The state increased funding for evidence-based programs shown to have positive

effects on child outcomes, particularly with Children of High Needs.

State Funded pre-K Collaborations

In the last five years, Mississippi has established state-funded preK collaborations. Although we
were anxious to pass such legislation, we have been careful to fund the necessary infrastructure
for a statewide system to exist. The roots for this effort started in 2007 when the Department of
Human Services funded a voluntary early childcare and education grant program that was a
collaborative effort among entities providing pre-kindergarten programs to counties statewide. In
2009, the state spent $3 million to increase funding for creating a Tiered Quality Rating @
Incentive System (TQRIS).> The state also funded a resource and referral program that same

year. Although the interest in supporting early learning programs was overwhelming from all

2 http://nieer.org/publications/state-preschool-2012-state-profiles
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stakeholders in the state, based on the limited state resources, Mississippi decided to phase in its
program over the next three years. This came at a time when nationally, state-funded preK

decreased by more than a half billion dollars in 2012 — the largest one-year drop ever recorded.?
In 2009, the state allowed for a three percent increase in early learning spending, creating a pilot

program for phased-in preK program using State funds.

While this may seem like a modest expenditure in comparison to those of other states, it was in
fact a substantial investment when considering that Mississippi had never had state-funded preK
and the difficult economic climate in which it succeeded. In addition to the state support for the
Quality Rating System, major state corporate sponsors created the Mississippi Building Blocks
(MBB) research project in 2009 as a way to help improve children’s school readiness by
increasing the environmental quality of Mississippi’s early childhood programs and the
instructional proficiency of early learning educators. Fundraising efforts by business leaders led
to the $8 million research project to help child care centers statewide while collecting data for the
implementation of a statewide system. Politically, MBB garnered broad bipartisan political
support as well as the support of the business and economic development communities. MBB

has been working to alter the prevailing educational trajectory of the state of Mississippi.

The following year, the state scaled up the preK Collaborative pilot program to be a statewide
support for preK, funding the effort in 2013 at $3 million per year and an additional $3 million
dollars for MBB with planned increases over the next five years. This initial investment from
Mississippi is comparable to other states’ initial investments when they began similar reforms,

such as North Carolina in the early 1990s or Washington in the 2000s.

Head Start, a comprehensive pre-school program supported by federal funds, has been a
significant part of the early childhood landscape for more than four decades. This
comprehensive child-development program serves pregnant women and families with children
from birth to five years of age who meet the Federal Poverty Guidelines. Head Start is a child-
focused program that involves parents to improve a child's readiness for kindergarten. The
program provides a range of individualized educational services in the areas of language

development, math, science, and social skills. Early childhood development, behavioral, health,

3 http://nieer.org/publications/state-preschool-2012
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and nutrition awareness are also part of the program. Currently Mississippi is home to 21
grantees that operate more than 289 Head Start and Early Head Start centers serving all 82
counties in Mississippi. Mississippi is ranked 11% among states in the number of children served

by Head Start.

Although every state will follow a different path with regard to developing a high-quality
statewide early learning system, our approach has been successful for sustaining these efforts.
The state funding, although smaller in absolute amounts when compared to other states with
larger tax bases, is significant and substantial for our ability to sustain these efforts over time. It
is clear from the recent appropriation and revised legislation that Mississippi is serious about the
future of early childhood education. In Mississippi, state funding typically occurs only after
issues have been deemed of highest priority from the citizens and research findings support the
investment. Supporting high-quality opportunities for all children in Mississippi has been a
priority for the last 10 years, and as such, various stakeholders groups have also made it their
priority with regard to agenda setting such as the Mississippi Board of Education, Mississippi
Economic Council* and various foundations that have been generous in their support improving

the early learning state system’.

(b) Increasing Enrollment of Children with High Needs in HQ programs

The state is proud of its impressive gains with providing high quality care to Children with High
Needs, defined as children defined as those "at risk" of later school difficulties, such as children

from low-income families or children with Individualized Education Plans.

Although these gains have been impressive for a state that had little, if any, high quality
infrastructure for such programs just 15 years ago, we are not satisfied with simply serving the
current percent of our children. Our goal is to provide such quality care for all children. Many
centers are participating in quality enhancement programs such as MBB, Partners for Quality
Child Care, Allies, Step Up, and other technical assistance models. These early learning
programs centers are part of 5+ years of longitudinal data connecting with child gains in

elementary school. From all of our Head Start centers to all of our MBB centers, we feel

4 http://www.msmec.com/advocacy/mec-priority-issues
3 http://www.wkkf.org/where-we-work/united-states/mississippi.aspx
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confident that investing in such programs will have proven successes in preparing our children

with a high degree of school readiness.

(c) Existing Legislation and policies

In order to achieve aggressive, statewide growth that is sustained over time, a comprehensive
base of policies, legislation, and practices is required. We are confident that the policies below
will allow our ambitious goals and outcomes to be achieved in the 4-year period of the RTT-ELC

grant.

Mississippi Education Reform Act of 2006

In order to improve the quality of all licensed early care and education and afterschool programs,
the state passed Senate Bill 2602, which established the Mississippi Child Care Quality Step
System by requiring the Office for Children and Youth of the Department of Human Services to
develop and implement a pilot voluntary Quality Rating System (QRS).® The original QRS
addressed components such as administrative policy, professional development, learning
environment, and parental involvement and evaluation. In addition, the Office for Children and
Youth was empowered to develop and implement the program. The Office for Children and
Youth also administers the funds for the creation of the Statewide Resource and Referral system.
This system — in collaboration with community and junior colleges, universities, the Mississippi
Public Broadcasting, state agencies and other nonprofit communities — was established to
provide referrals for parents seeking high-quality child care centers as well as to provide early
childhood toys and materials for families and early childhood educators. In addition, this system
established parent education information and training on what quality early care and education
programs include. Through the years of implementation of the QRS program, many lessons have
been learned. Because our TQRIS was implemented almost 6 years ago, we have been excited
for the upcoming planned changes to the QRS to improve and strengthen the standards to align
with current research practices and add student outcomes as part of the process. In partnership
with nationally recognized organizations such as the Frank Porter Graham Child Development
Institute, substantial changes to the existing QRS program will be implemented this year (see

Section B for more information).

¢ https://votesmart.org/static/billtext/4016.pdf
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Early Learning Collaborative Act of 2007
The Early Learning Collaborative Act helped initiate state support of policies and legislations for
high-quality statewide early learning care. This Act enabled many departments within the state
to join together and identify necessary steps to “ensure that all children have access to quality
carly childhood education and development services,” as stated in the statute.” This state
legislation, along with federal legislation and funding, enabled the creation of:
o The State Early Childhood Advisory Council (SECAC) (described further in Section
A(2) of this application)
e Certificates for families to subsidize attendance at any Early Learning Center (described
further in Section B(4) of this application)
e Early Learning Guidelines (described further in Section C(1) of this application)

Improving Head Start for School Readiness Of 2007

After Congress passed the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007, Head Start
agencies were required to include in the morning reviews of Head Start agencies, a valid and
reliable research-based observational instrument that assesses classroom quality, including the
assessment of multiple dimensions of teacher-child interaction that are linked to positive child
outcomes. The accompanying conference report suggested the use of an existing research-based
method such as the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS). In Mississippi, all Head

Start programs are voluntarily using the CLASS assessment.

Workforce Authorization from House Bill #419

Section 37-3-2, authorizes the State Board of Education to issue a standard license to teach in
public pre-kindergarten through kindergarten classrooms to persons holding a Bachelor of
Science degree with a Child Development emphasis from a program accredited by the American
Association of Family and Consumer Sciences (AAFCS) or by the National Association of
Education for Young Children (NAEYC) or by the National Council for Accreditation of Young
Children (NCATE). [37-3-2(6)(a)(ii).]. As further described in Section D, we are excited about
the number of certification upgrades and recruitment and retention programs we plan to
implement and scale up so we can complement the original credentialing requirements in our

state. We know that certifications and degrees are not the only quality measure for improving

7 Senate Bill number 2667, Regular Session 2007, to amend Section 37-21-51, Mississippi Code of 1972
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child outcomes, and our comprehensive P-20W statewide longitudinal data system allows us to
study and understand the impact that particular programs, professional development

opportunities, educator certifications, and credentials have on child outcomes.

Mississippi Education Works Program and the Literacy-Based Promotion Act

Under the leadership of Governor Phil Bryant, education in Mississippi has been significantly
changed by the passage of an education reform agenda entitled the “Mississippi Education
Works Program” (Senate Bill 2568, 2013 Legislative Session) and the “Literacy Based
Promotion Act” (Senate Bill 2347, 2013 Legislative Session). The bill addresses many areas of
education but serves to show the commitment of the Governor to successfully garner support for
a broad scope of education reforms, including early childhood education. The literacy bill
requires a K-3 universal screening tool to be adopted and issued three times per year for students
beginning in kindergarten. Teachers are then required to implement a rigorous intervention
strategy to help ensure literacy success for all students by 3rd grade. Much like the innovative
and successful reforms in Florida, third grade students will not be promoted to 4th grade unless
they are reading on grade level as defined by the state assessment. The bill also requires a
universal Kindergarten Entry Assessment be adopted. The state of Mississippi appropriated
$9.5 million to help with this effort.

Education Works included requirements for increased standards in Teacher Prep programs at the
Institutions of Higher Learning, Charter Schools, Performance-based Compensation for high
quality teachers ($1.5 million), and scholarships for high school students entering the field of
teaching with high GPA and ACT scores ($1.5 million). The Mississippi Building Blocks and
the preK Collaborative also were appropriated at $6 million. Additional Education dollars this
year are $6 million for Teacher for America, $1.8 million for the State Longitudinal Data System
(LifeTracks), $300,000 for training of Dyslexia professionals, $22.6 million for the National
Board Certification program, $250,000 to help high school students obtain work certifications,
and $1 million for dropout prevention programs conducted by Jobs for Mississippi Graduates.
Governor Bryant’s Education agenda provides clear evidence of a state that is poised and

committed to moving forward the education system for children.
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Early Learning Collaborative Act of 2013 (SB2395)

The culmination of prior state legislation and policies helped support the passage of state-funded
preK collaborations through the Early Learning Collaborative Act of 2013.® Senate Bill 2395,
established a "collaborative delivery model" for a state-funded preK collaboration program.
Although there have been numerous attempts to pass preK legislation over the years, the 2013
effort received a major boost through bipartisan legislative support, along with endorsements
from the Lt. Governor and the Chair of the Senate Education Committee. This legislation finally
provided state-funded preK collaborations, making Mississippi the last state in the South to pass
such legislation. Being a latecomer had its advantages, as we learned from the experiences of
many of our neighbors. SB 2395 includes requirements for collaborations to form to build
community support for preK program development rather than a mandatory system. Historically
Black Universities are given priority as applicants for funding to help foster increased preK
collaborations in areas of need. The bill authorizes the State Department of Education (MDE) to
implement a preK program in the State on a phased-in basis; designates the State Early
Childhood Advisory Council of Mississippi (SECAC) in the Office of the Governor to assist the
MDE in implementing the Early Learning Collaborative Act; provides qualifications for state
and federally funded early childhood education program personnel; and provides for a state
income tax credit for contributions to a qualified preK program. Assessments of students and

ratings of the teacher/child interaction are also required as per the Senate bill language.

State statutes are only as good their operational implementation. Indeed, the appropriations need
to align with the legislation. The implementation of this legislative framework has been guided
by the SECAC since 2008.° This council has established a strong foundation for leadership and
collaboration among all stakeholders of the early learning community and has provided oversight
on many of the state’s early learning initiatives. Council members represent the Department of
Human Services, MDE, the Institutions of Higher Learning, the Mississippi State Department of
Health, the Department of Mental Health, representatives of Head Start, local education
agencies, local providers of early childhood education, members of the business community,

child advocacy groups, and parents and parental advocacy groups. The SECAC has five

8 http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2013/pdf/history/SB/SB2395.xml
? http://www.mdhs.state.ms.us/eccd_secac.html
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committees to carry out its mission for overseeing the implementation of the state’s strategic plan
for Mississippi early learning systems:

e Data Committee

o  Workforce Development Committee

e (Coordinated Services Committee

e In-Home Childcare Provider Registry Committee

e Health Access Committee

Because of the strong representation of the council members, early childhood expertise, and the
deep early learning experience of the Executive Director, we are proposing to have the SECAC

as the overseeing body for implementing this grant (see Section A(3) for more information).

Mississippi’s LifeTracks Statewide Longitudinal Data System

LifeTracks is a statewide project that began in 2009 with a grant from the U.S. Department of
Education to develop, implement, and expand a longitudinal data system to link data from preK
through the workforce in order to create better information for decision-making to improve
student outcomes. The system is designed to align the efforts of universities, community
colleges, K-12 schools, and early childhood education in terms of academic standards and career
expectations with the general intent of: (1) decreasing the number of high school dropouts; (2)
increasing the number of high school students who graduate and enroll in and successfully
complete a two- or four-year college degree; (3) increasing the number of students who
successfully transfer from community colleges to universities; (4) increasing the number of four-
year college graduates; (5) improving career-readiness at all levels of education; and (6)
increasing the number of students who successfully gain employment. The system has been used

for a variety of early learning analyses.

Evidence-Based Practices for Scaling Up to Improve Access for Children with High
Needs

We are excited to present a number of promising practices that are currently being used in
Mississippi to improve the quality of ELD care through innovative technical assistance practices,
strategic engagement of communities and parents, and enhancement of the quality rating system

process for assisting early learning and development centers’ efforts to improve. These
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programs'® will be presented in greater detail in the following sections. As we present each of
these programs and practices that are currently operating within our borders, we are equally
excited to share the research-based evidence that shows not just gains with respect to
kindergarten readiness but also student achievement gains that are sustained well into third
grade. Due to our state’s limited financial resources, we must invest in practices that show the
most promise to Mississippi’s children — especially those with High Needs as defined by
Mississippi. Therefore, we have restricted our focus to those programs and practices that have

been shown by rigorous research to be most effective.

(d) Current Status in Key Areas that Form High Quality Early Learning Programs

Mississippi is fully implementing all of the building blocks of a high-quality ELD system. With
our state-grown programs and practices aligned with national standards and our efforts grounded
in evidence gained through longitudinal data and rigorous research, Mississippi is poised to
speed up statewide reforms if awarded the RTT-ELC grant. As evidenced below, the state has
already taken on the challenges of reform in many of the early learning system components.
These reforms started well before the announcement of the RTT-ELC program in 2011 and will
continue with or without an RTT-ELC grant. The ELD plan detailed in this application is an
accelerated version of our existing state plan. Though we will continue to move steadily in this
direction, an RTT-ELC award would allow us to pursue a much more aggressive timeline and

achieve greater results much faster than we could on our own.

Early Learning and Development Standards

As early as 2003, Mississippi was able to count itself among the states that had developed and
officially adopted Early Learning Standards. In 2012, committees of early childhood experts
gathered and created the Early Learning Standards for Three- and Four-year-olds based on
nationwide best practices for school readiness. Efforts are in place to create support documents
that include activities and parent materials and lesson plan ideas for teachers of children in these
age groups. These standards were fully adopted by the Mississippi Board of Education in 2013
and are being used within the Mississippi Building Blocks (MBB) intervention throughout the

state. The standards are available on the Mississippi Department of Education website, and

10 Such programs include Mississippi Building Blocks, Excel by 5, First Steps, Allies, and Barksdale Reading
Institute, along with other programs and initiatives.
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trainings for teachers on these standards will continue throughout 2013-2014. The Early
Learning Guidelines for infants and toddlers were rewritten in 2010 and serve as the current
standards for use in child care centers. Plans are in place to now rewrite these infant/toddler

standards and align them with the newly approved ELS for 3’s and 4’s by December 2013.

Comprehensive Assessment Systems

Under the new Literacy-Based Promotion Act legislation effective July 1, 2013, districts will
now all use the same universal screener to identify reading deficiencies as well as a universal
Kindergarten Entry Assessment. The RFP for the assessment is out now (October, 2013) and
assessment will be selected and adopted during the 2013-2014 school year and fully
implemented in the 2014-2015 school year (see Appendix A, RFP Pre-K Early Collaborative
2013-2014 Awards). Under the MBB model, several assessments are conducted throughout the
year. Infant and Toddlers are assessed using the Bayley Scales of Infant-Toddler Development —
Third Edition and the Devereux Early Childhood Assessment for Toddlers. The Bayley Scales
of Infant-Toddler Development — Third Edition is a widely used instrument for infants and
toddlers ages 16 days—42 months and is a normed comprehensive approach to assessing
children’s development. To assess children’s social-emotional development, teachers complete
the Devereux Early Childhood Assessment for Toddlers (DECA-T). This 36-item instrument has

three subscales (Initiative, Attachment, and Self-Regulation).

Preschool children in MBB classrooms are assessed using the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test,
Fourth Edition (PPVT-4), the School Readiness Assessment, and the Devereux Early Childhood
Assessment for Preschool (DECA). The PPVT-4 is an instrument to measure receptive
vocabulary. It is widely used in many research studies evaluating early childhood interventions.
The PPVT-4 is designed for use with children ages 2.5 — 12 years old. The School Readiness
Assessment was developed by the Independent Evaluator. It is a multi-segment assessment
focused on the essential knowledge and skills needed upon school entry. The assessment targets
the following knowledge and skills: Fine Motor, Shape Identification, Color Identification,

Counting and Numbers, Uppercase Alphabet Identification, and Gross Motor.

The state’s current TQRIS (called Mississippi Child Care Quality Step System-MCCQSS) has

several core components that are tied to evaluation of the learning environment. The Early
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Childhood Environmental Rating Scale — Revised Edition (ECERS-R) is a well-established
instrument created to assess the quality of center-based “preschool” classrooms serving children
aged 2.5 -5 years. Classroom quality is also measured in Infant/Toddler classrooms using the
Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale-Revised (ITERS-R). The ITERS-R 39-item instrument
has seven subscales (Space and Furnishings; Personal Care Routines; Listening and Talking;
Activities; Interaction; Program Structure; and Parents and Staff). All of these evaluation tools

provide a comprehensive assessments for a high quality ELD system.

Health Promotion Practices

Currently, screening is viewed as the Point of Entry into the health delivery model in early
learning programs. Current efforts include a physical exam, hearing and vision screenings,
immunization/shots, adolescent counseling, health education, blood/urine tests, blood lead levels,
developmental screen, nutrition evaluation, and medical referral or referral to another health
provider if needed. Multidisciplinary Assessment and Planning teams (MAP teams) meet on a
monthly basis to review children and youth in order to divert them from inappropriate placement
by providing the necessary resources to keep them in their home and community. Current MAP
teams serve school aged children; however, some children five and under have been served in the
past. In addition, Project PREPARE, operated by the University of Southern Mississippi,
provides evaluation-based training and technical assistance to child care centers on the best
practices to serve children with high risk factors related to disabilities, chronic health

impairments, and special needs. This is funded by the Mississippi Department of Health.

Family Engagement Strategies

Many Family Engagement Strategies are in place in Mississippi within the projects currently
serving young children. As modeled after the Head Start Performance Standards (see Appendix
A), MBB families have received home visits that include parent education as it relates to
addressing children’s growth and development. Parents are provided with packets of
information about developmentally appropriate practice and also informational packets about
Between the Lions. Parent advocates provide home visits and teach several parenting classes at
the early childhood programs. Parent advocates have worked with some of these families for 4
years now and provide valuable insight as to the needs of the family. Most prominent among

these issues is that families have asked for more help with primary familial needs. Referrals are
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regularly made for social services, pediatric assistance, child care certificate information, and

food stamps.

Development of Early Childhood Educators

Mississippi has been using the state's TQRIS - known locally as the MCCQSS - as the initial
framework for defining workplace knowledge and competencies.!! The system has served as a
pilot for the state since 2007. Early Childhood Educators are awarded higher levels of “stars”
based on additional training and education obtained by the director and or early learning
educator. For example, for a Step 5, the highest rating, the director must hold a BA/BS or
higher; 25 percent of full-time teaching staff must have a current Child Development Associate
(CDA) Credential or higher; and all full-time teaching staff must have received 25 hours of
annual staff development with 10 hours spent on teaching. However, we realize the need to
revise these standards and align them with best practices in professional development, with the
goal being to have the highest education level of directors and early learning educators working
in our early childhood centers. This proposal includes a new generation TQRIS to be developed
and implemented. Thus, with help from the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute,
we will begin the process of revising the standards (to be renamed the MS2S) in November
2013. This revising process will be thorough and involve many stakeholders, including
representatives from child care centers, researchers, and, most importantly, parents. We are
committed to enhancing our system of quality improvements. For more information about the
revision process, as well as the national standards and resources we will use to guide the revision

process, see Section B.

MBB has also helped in providing professional development opportunities to early childhood
educators. MBB’s CDA program has served over 200 candidates to date. Early learning
educators are provided a scholarship to complete the online certification process. Since centers
are struggling financially, most early learning educators cannot afford to complete their
education goals without the assistance of MBB. Upon completion of the CDA early learning
educators were awarded with a $2000.00 stipend to serve as an incentive for completion. This
proposal includes plans to expand the Teach and Wages program to be able to help more early

learning educators complete higher education goals and move into a career ladder that will

! http://mdah.state.ms.us/arrec/digital_archives/series/files/34/pdf/490.pdf
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benefit both children and early learning educator. Additionally, The Mississippi Child Care
Resource and Referral Network (MSCCR&R) is offered through the Mississippi State University
Extension Service. This network also provides CDA scholarships through the local community

colleges across the state to offer training online.

These programs provide opportunities for community college coursework toward a Child
Development Technology degree (AA) and/or the CDA Credential. Mississippi has been
partnering with the national T.E.A.C.H. and WAGES$ programs to offer these programs in the
state. T.E.A.C.H. (Teacher Education and Compensation Helps) Early Childhood® is a
comprehensive scholarship program that provides the early childhood workforce with access to

educational opportunities.'2

Kindergarten Entry Assessment

SB 2347 (Literacy-Based Promotion Act) passed in the 2013 Legislative session. This bill
requires a Kindergarten Entry Assessment to be utilized by all school districts across Mississippi.
A Request for Proposals has been issued, and the tool will be selected by December 2013 for use
in the 2014-2015 school year. This proposal includes plans to select a preK screener aligned
with the Kindergarten Entry assessment and the Early Learning Standards for Three- and Four-
year-olds. The MBB screening tools of Peabody Picture Vocabulary assessment, Kindergarten
Entry Assessment, Deveraux, and the Bayley scale of Infant / Toddler Development will
continue to be used until a statewide model is developed. These tools provide valuable input in

regard to child development at pre and post levels for growth and development.

Effective Data Practices

Mississippi's P-20W Longitudinal Data System, LifeTracks, is a statewide project that began in
2009 with a grant from the U.S. Dept. of Education to develop, implement, and expand a
longitudinal data system to link information from pre-K through the workforce to create better
information for decision making to improve student outcomes. It is designed to align the efforts
of universities, community colleges, K-12 schools, and early childhood education in terms of
academic standards and career expectations with the general intent of: (1) decreasing the number

of high school dropouts; (2) increasing the number of high school students who graduate and

12 Supported by subproject 9d

A. Successful State Systems MWPP‘ 44



2013 Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Application - Mississippi

enroll in and successfully complete a two- or four-year college degree; (3) increasing the number
of students who successfully transfer from community colleges to universities; (4) increasing the
number of four-year college graduates; (5) improving career-readiness at all levels of education;
and (6) increasing the number of students who successfully gain employment. Section (E)(2)
will describe how early childhood data have been integrated into the State data system, and will
reference several longitudinal studies on both child outcomes as well as impacts of professional
development programs on child outcomes. With MOUs by over 50 child care centers, including
all the Head Start centers, LifeTracks has become an important tool for evaluating the success of
professional early learning programs and reforms on child outcomes since 2010. The system has
been presented to organizations and groups all around the world, from state agencies to the

White House, and from research organizations to business roundtables.'?

Table (A)(1)-1: Children from Low-Income! families, by age

Number of children from Children from Low-Income
Low-Income families in the families as a percentage of all
State children in the State

Infants under age 1 26,504 57.6%

Toddlers ages 1 through 2 51,518 57.9%

P.reschoolers ages 3 to 79.390 58.5%

kindergarten entry

Total number of children,

birth to kindergarten entry, 157,412 58.2%

from low-income families

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012

13 http://www.research.olemiss.edu/lifetracks-2012
14T ow-Income is defined as having an income of up to 200% of the Federal poverty rate.
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Table (A)(1)-2: Special populations of Children with High Needs

The State should use these data to guide its thinking about where specific activities may be required to
address special populations’ unique needs. The State will describe such activities throughout its
application.

Special populations: Children Number of children (from birth Percentage of children

who... to kindergarten entry) in the (from birth to
State who... kindergarten entry) in the

State who...

Have disabilities or

developmental delays'® * 12,251 4.5%

Are English learners!®® 6,390 2.4%

Reside on “Indian Lands” ¢ 843 0.4%

Are migrant’? 119 0.04%

Are homeless'® 4,277 1.58%

Are in foster care® 1,282 0.5%

2 IDEA Part B & C December Child Count, AY2012-2013.
PMississippi Department of Education Student Information System, AY 2012- 2013 (3-5 years)
¢ U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2012

9National Center on Family Homelessness, MS Report Card, 2010
http://www.homelesschildrenamerica.org/reportcard.php

°U.S. DHHS ACF, Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS), 2011

15 For purposes of this application, children with disabilities or developmental delays are defined as children birth
through kindergarten entry that have an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) or an Individual Education Plan
(IEP).

16 For purposes of this application, children who are English learners are children birth through kindergarten entry
who have home languages other than English.

17 For purposes of this application, children who are migrant are children birth through kindergarten entry who meet
the definition of “migratory child” in ESEA section 1309(2).

18 The term “homeless children” has the meaning given the term “homeless children and youths” in section 725(2)
of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (425 U.S.C. 11434a(2)).
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Table (A)(1)-3: Participation of Children with High Needs in different types of Early Learning
and Development Programs, by age

Note: A grand total is not included in this table since some children participate in multiple Early
Learning and Development programs.

Number of Children with High Needs participating in
each type of Early Learning and Development Program,

Type of Early Learning and by age

Development Program Infants | Toddlers | Preschoolers ages 3 Total

under ages 1 until kindergarten
age 1 through 2 entry

State-funded preschool

Specify: Mississippi Department of
Education public school PreK
programes. - - 5,310 5,310

Data Source and Year: Mississippi
Department of Education, AY 2012-
2013

Early Head Start and Head Start"
Data Source and Year: PIR, 2013

379 1,533 28,059 29,971

Programs and services funded by
IDEA Part C and Part B, section 619

Data Source and Year: IDEAPart B & 213 1,794 10,244 12,251
C December Child Count, AY 2012-
2013

Programs funded under Title I of
ESEA

Data Source and Year: Mississippi - - 34,894 34,894
Department of Education, AY 2012-
2013

Programs receiving funds from the
State’s CCDF program*

Data Source and Year: Child Care 638 3,561 5,831 10,030
Payment System, Mississippi
Department of Human Services, 2013

*These data only reflect children served ages birth to 5. Total children served by CCDF is 29,660.

19 Including children participating in Migrant Head Start Programs and Tribal Head Start Programs.
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Note: A grand total is not included in this table since some children participate in multiple Early
Learning and Development programs.

Table (A)(1)-3b: Participation of Children in Early Learning and Development Programs in the
State, by Race/Ethnicity

funds from the
State’s CCDF
program®

Type of Early Number | Number Number | Number | Number | Number | Number
Learning and of of Non- of Non- of Non- of Non- of Non- | of Non-
Development Hispanic | Hispanic | Hispanic | Hispanic | Hispanic | Hispanic | Hispanic
Program in the children | American | Asian Black or Native Children | White
State Indian or | Children | African | Hawaiian | of Two | Children
Alaska American | or Other | or more
Native Children Pacific races
Children Islander
Children
State-funded
preschool
Specify: Mississippi 148 8 40 3,287 3 0 1,824
Department of
Education PreK
Enrollment, 2013
Barly Head Start and | 1 166 281 63 23,754 8 817 3,883
Head Start®®
Early Learning and
Development 37 3 21 944 0 42 960
Programs funded by
IDEA, Part C?
Early Learning and
Development
Programs funded by 215 15 42 4,766 7 62 5,138
IDEA, Part B,
section 619°
Early Learning and
Development
Programs funded 1,391 50 277 18,512 32 356 14,275
under Title I of
ESEA®
Early Learning and
Development
Programs receiving 27 11 4 9,046 0 93 848

*MS Department of Health Idea Part C Child Count, AY 2012-2013 2013; "IDEA Part B December Child
Count, AY 2012-2013; “Mississippi Department of Education Student Information System, AY 2012-2013
(students 3-5 years); YMississippi Department of Human Services, 2013

2 Including Migrant and Tribal Head Start located in the State.
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Table (A)(1)-4: Historical data on funding for Early Learning and Development

Type of investment

Funding for each of the Past 5 Fiscal Years

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

Supplemental State spending on
Early Head Start and Head Start*!

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

State-funded preschool® Specity:
Mississippi Department of
Education State Legislative

Appropriation

$0

$0

$0

$0

$3,000,000

State contributions to IDEA Part
Ca

$921,954

$921,954

$921,954

$921,954

$921,954

State contributions for special
education and related services for
children with disabilities, ages 3
through kindergarten entry®

$2,300,000

$2,300,000

$2,300,000

$2,300,000

$2,300,000

Total State contributions to
CCDF2

$8,840,498

$7,422,938

$7,340,000

$7,340,000

$7,340,000

State match to CCDF
Exceeded/Met/Not Met (if exceeded,
indicate amount by which match was
exceeded)

Met

Met

Met

Met

Met

TANTF spending on Early
Learning and Development
Programs®

$19,608,842

$19,614,532

$18,548,965

$17,353,516

$17,353,516

Other State contributions
Specify: Mississippi Building Blocks

$3,000,000

Other State contributions
Specify: Targeted Case
Management, Medicaid

$2,800,000

$2,800,000

$2,800,000

$2,800,000

$2,800,000

Other State contributions

Specify: State Legislative Allocation
for Child Development Services and
Evaluation, Mississippi Department
of Health

$656,141

$656,141

$656,141

$656,141

$656,141

Other State contributions
Specify: TQRIS Rating

$451,526

$15,000

$18,169

$460,000

$464,000

Other State contributions
Specify TQRIS TA & Provider
Support:

$645,509

$737,509

$386,529

$366,000

$343,000

Total State contributions:

$36,224,470

$34,468,074

$32,971,758

$32,197,611

$35,178,6011

learning collaboratives

» Mississippi Department of Education State Iegislative Appropriation

aState-funded preschool: $3,000,000 was appropriated in the 2013 legislative session for the establishment of early

2 Including children participating in Migrant Head Start Programs and Tribal Head Start Programs.

22 Total State contributions to CCDF must include Maintenance of Effort (MOE), State Match, and any State

contributions exceeding State MOE or Match.
B Include TANF transfers to CCDF as well as direct TANF spending on Early I.earning and Development

MWPPI
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Learning and Development programs.

Table (A)(1)-5: Historical data on the participation of Children with High Needs in Early
Learning and Development Programs in the State

Note: A grand total is not included in this table since some children participate in multiple Early

Type of Early Learning and
Development Program

Total number of Children with High Needs participating
in each type of Early Learning and Development Program
for each of the past 5 years®

(average monthly served)

2009 2010 2011% 20124 2013
State-funded preschool *
(annual census count; e.g., October 1
count) 4,152 4,811 4,789 5,239 5,310
Specify: Mississippi Department of
Education PreK Enrollment, 2013
Early Head Start and Head Start* 29,971
(funded enrollment) ® 25,601 27,328 27,544 27,667 (27,599
funded)
f]‘)’%g;al,“;itagdaie;g;ﬁ lf;“?ded by 10,995 11912 | 12,549 12,620 | 12251
Eg‘;zg;ims funded under Title I of 28962 | 31,126 | 31967 | 33391 | 34.894
. . *d
Programs receiving CCDF funds 10,730 10859 | 10,859 | 10,859 | 10,030

Department of Health, AY 2009-2013

10,030.

* Mississippi Department of Education Student Information System, AY 2009-2013.
® Mississippi Head Start Association, PIR, 2009-2013.
¢IDEAPart B & C December Child Count, Mississippi Department of Education and Mississippi

4 Mississippi Department of Human Services Child Care Payment System, 2009-2013.

*Total children served by CCDF includes school-age children to age 13. Children served ages 0-5 is

% Include all Children with High Needs served with both Federal dollars and State supplemental dollars.

23 Note to Reviewers: The number of children served reflects a mix of Federal, State, and local spending. Head

Start, IDEA, and CCDF all received additional Federal funding under the 2009 American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act, which may be reflected in increased numbers of children served in 2009-2011.
2 Including children participating in Migrant Head Start Programs and Tribal Head Start Programs.
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Table (A)(1)-6 : Current status of the State’s Early Learning and Development Standards
Please place an “X in the boxes to indicate where the State’s Early Learning and Development
Standards address the different age groups by Essential Domain of School Readiness
Age Groups
Essential Domains of School Readiness
Infants Toddlers | Preschoolers
Language and literacy development X X X
Cognition and general knowledge (including early X X X
math and early scientific development)
Approaches toward learning X X X
Physical well-being and motor development X X X
Social and emotional development X X X

State

is currently required.

Table (A)(1)-7: Elements of a Comprehensive Assessment System currently required within the

Please place an “X” in the boxes to indicate where an element of a Comprehensive Assessment System

Types of programs or
systems

Elements of a Comprehensive Assessment System

Measures of

Measures of

Screenin, Formative . the Quality of
Measure% Assessments Env1r0nr.nental Adult-Ch}illd Other
Quality I .
nteractions
State-funded preschool
Specify: Mississippi
Department of X X X X
Education PreK
programs, 2013
Early Head Start and
Head Start”’ X X X X
Programs funded X X
under IDEA Part C
Programs funded
under IDEA Part B, X
section 619
Programs funded X X
under Title I of ESEA
%7 Including Migrant and Tribal Head Start located in the State.
A. Successful State Systems 51
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State

is currently required.

Table (A)(1)-7: Elements of a Comprehensive Assessment System currently required within the

Please place an “X” in the boxes to indicate where an element of a Comprehensive Assessment System

Types of programs or
systems

Elements of a Comprehensive Assessment System

Measures of

Measures of

QRIS

Screenin, Formative . the Quality of
Measure% Assessments Env1r0nr.nental Adult-Ch)illd Other
Quality I .
nteractions
Programs receiving X
CCDF funds*
Current Quality Rating Tier 1:
and Improvement Tier 2: X
System requirements .
Sgecify by(tlier (add rows Tier 3: X X X
if needed): Tier 4: X X X
Tier 5: X X X

State licensing X
requirements
Other
Describe: Out of School X X X
QRIS
Other
Describe: In-Home X X X

and safety requirements.

*Programs receiving CCDF funds—Licensed facilities must submit licensure documents to CCDF
administration. Unlicensed facilities per CCDF administrative regulations must self-designate health
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Table (A)(1)-8: Elements of high-quality health promotion practices currently required within
the State

Please place an “X” in the boxes to indicate where the elements of high-quality health promotion
practices are currently required.

Elements of high-quality health promotion practices
Health and Developmental, Health promotion,
safety behavioral, and including physical Health
Types of Programs | requirements | sensory screening, activity and literac Other
or Svstems referral, and healthy eating y
y follow-up habits

State-funded
preschool
Specify: Mississippi X X X
Department of
Education PreK
programs
Early Head Start
and Head Start X X X X
Programs funded X X
under IDEA Part C
Programs funded
under IDEA Part X X
B, section 619
Programs funded
under Title I of X X X
ESEA
Programs receiving
CCDF funds X X X
Current Quality Tier 1: X
Rating and
Improvement Tier 2: X
System ,
requirements Tier 3: X
Specily by tier Tier 4: X X

Tier 5: X X
State licensing
requirements X
Other
Describe: Out of X X
School QRIS

[ Edit the labels on the above rows as needed, and enter text here to clarify or explain any of the data, if
necessary. |
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Table (A)(1)-9: Elements of a high-quality family engagement strategy currently required

within the State

Please describe the types of high-quality family engagement strategies required in the State. Types of
strategies may, for example, include parent access to the program, ongoing two-way communication
with families, parent education in child development, outreach to fathers and other family members,
training and support for families as children move to preschool and kindergarten, social networks of
support, intergenerational activities, linkages with community supports and family literacy programs,
parent involvement in decision making, and parent leadership development.

Types of Describe Family Engagement Strategies Required Today

Programs or

Systems

State-funded e Provide every parent enrolling a child with a profile of every prekindergarten

preschool provider participating in the collaborative’s geographic catchment area. Profiles

Specify: must include prekindergarten provider’s services, curriculum, instructor

Mississippi credentials, and instructor-to-student ratio.

Department of . . . .

Education e Provide opportunities for parent involvement. Opportunities may vary across

PreK programs learning collaboratives.

Early Head Head Start/Early Head Start agencies involve parents in all aspects of the program.

Start and Agencies build collaborative partnerships with parents in order to establish mutual

Head Start trust, identify family strengths and family goal setting, and to ensure access to other
community resources and support services. Grantees train parents in advocacy to
they can continue to help their children more effectively and actively participate as
they transition from Head Start to Elementary School. All EHS/HS programs are
required to hold Parent Conferences and make home visits.
Early Head Start grantee agencies assist pregnant women in accessing
comprehensive prenatal and postpartum care, through referrals, immediately after
enrollment in the program. EHS/HS agencies offer parents the opportunity to
participate in policy-making decisions and operations as well as opportunities to
participate as employees or volunteers. Grantees ensure the parent involvement and
education activities respond directly to the ongoing and expressed needs of the
parents and provide opportunities to include parents in the development of the
program's curriculum and approach to child development.

Programs e  Contract and work w/MS Parent Training and Information Center on parent

funded under training, provide support and linkage to other support groups (such a Down

IDEA Part C Syndrome Society, ARC, Coalition for Citizens w/Disabilities),

e Maintain a parent advisor in the districts to assist and support EI families,
*Provide training sessions in collaboration w/MDE, Early/Head Starts, Zero to
Three, ARC for EI knowledge and child find activities,

¢ Hold SICC and Stakeholder meeting w/parent representatives and participation,
and

e Parent/guardians are a part of all Early Intervention Services that is established
on the Individualized Family Service Plan.

A. Successful State Systems

MWPPI ot




2013 Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Application - Mississippi

Table (A)(1)-9: Elements of a high-quality family engagement strategy currently required

within the State

Please describe the types of high-quality family engagement strategies required in the State. Types of
strategies may, for example, include parent access to the program, ongoing two-way communication
with families, parent education in child development, outreach to fathers and other family members,
training and support for families as children move to preschool and kindergarten, social networks of
support, intergenerational activities, linkages with community supports and family literacy programs,
parent involvement in decision making, and parent leadership development.

Types of Describe Family Engagement Strategies Required Today

Programs or

Systems

Programs e Part B funds and collaborates with the Mississippi Parent Training and
funded under Information Center to provide webinars and regional trainings on issues
IDEA Part B, surrounding disability, eligibility, evaluation, transition, individual education

section 619

plans, 504 plans (disability services through Civil Rights legislation),
procedural safeguards, and dispute resolution procedures (including the
complaint process, mediation, due process hearings, and resolution).

In addition, Part B special education trainings are posted online in video format
to allow parents to view them at their convenience.

Part B provides an annual parenting conference that encourages parents to learn
about disability topics and how to advocate for their children.

Part B also provides an annual transition conference open to parents to learn
about transitions across the life span.

The Part B Parent Outreach coordinator participates on various councils and
boards to ensure policies and procedures are developed in ways that are
responsive to the needs of families. Examples include the State Interagency
Coordinating Council for Early Intervention (SICC), the Interagency
Coordinating Council for Children & Youth ICCCY), and the Interagency
System of Care (ISOC).SPED

Programs
funded under
Title I of
ESEA

(Requirements are identical to Mississippi Public School Pre-K programs)

State 3 & 4 yr old guidelines:

Each agency shall develop and distribute a parent handbook that addresses
program philosophy, goals, and policies.

Teacher/parent conferences shall be conducted twice during the year to
inform parents or guardians of the child's progress. If documented attempts
to meet with parents or other responsible persons fail, telephone conferences
can be substituted. It should be noted that parents/guardians should be
encouraged to participate in various activities such as developing learning
games for home or classroom use, sharing information with the class about
their work skill or profession, and sharing their talents through conducting
musical and/or art activities in conjunction with the teacher.
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Table (A)(1)-9: Elements of a high-quality family engagement strategy currently required
within the State

Please describe the types of high-quality family engagement strategies required in the State. Types of
strategies may, for example, include parent access to the program, ongoing two-way communication
with families, parent education in child development, outreach to fathers and other family members,
training and support for families as children move to preschool and kindergarten, social networks of
support, intergenerational activities, linkages with community supports and family literacy programs,
parent involvement in decision making, and parent leadership development.

Types of Describe Family Engagement Strategies Required Today

Programs or

Systems

Programs Beginning in 2012, all programs receiving CCDF funds will be required to enroll in
receiving Mississippi’s Quality Rating and Improvement System.

CCDF funds

Licensing Requirements:

e Parents must have “welcome access” to the licensed child care facility.

e Daily reports must be provided to parents of infants and toddlers.

e Parents and facility must communicate regarding parental concerns regarding
the child’s growth and development, medical needs, allergies, toilet training and
other information relevant to the child’s well-being.

e A parent-caregiver consultation is required prior to toilet training.

Facilities must inform parents of the following: purpose, scope of service provided,

philosophy and any religious affiliation, programs provided, age of children

accepted, insurance coverage, discipline policies, transportation and safety policies
and procedures, administering of medication, etc.
Current e Star 1 — Meet licensing standards’ parent requirements
Quality Rating | ¢  Star 2 - Provide monthly calendars and quarterly newsletters to parents; provide
and an information bulletin board for parents; conduct a parent teacher conference
Improvement once a year.
System e Star 3 - In addition to the requirements listed above, provide weekly notes to
requirements parents; provide a parent workshop once a year; provide a lending library for
Specify by tier parents.
(add rows if e Star 4 — In addition to the requirements listed above, provide volunteer
needed): opportunities for family members; provide a family resource center for parents
by expanding the lending library; conduct a parent survey to evaluate the
facility.

e Star 5 — In addition to the requirements listed above, provide parents with a

monthly newsletter; conduct parent teacher conferences twice a year.
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Table (A)(1)-9: Elements of a high-quality family engagement strategy currently required
within the State

Please describe the types of high-quality family engagement strategies required in the State. Types of
strategies may, for example, include parent access to the program, ongoing two-way communication
with families, parent education in child development, outreach to fathers and other family members,
training and support for families as children move to preschool and kindergarten, social networks of
support, intergenerational activities, linkages with community supports and family literacy programs,
parent involvement in decision making, and parent leadership development.

Types of Describe Family Engagement Strategies Required Today
Programs or
Systems
State licensing | ¢ Parents have the right to inspect and review any of their child’s records or to
requirements have a representative do so at any time.
Confidentiality

[ ]
e Screening evaluation and/or assessment
e Dispute resolution options and procedures
e Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP)
e Transition process services

e Parental consent and prior written notice

e Surrogate parents designated, if needed

Other e Tierl:
Describe: In-

Home Quality
Rating System

e Tier 2: Families are involved and have resources available in at least 2 ways.
e Tier 3: Families are involved and have resources available in at least 3 ways.
e Tier 4: Families are involved and have resources available in at least 4 ways.

e Tier 5: Families are involved and have resources available in at least 5 ways.

Other e Tier 1:

Dfe;cglbel: Out e Tier 2: Bulletin board for parental communication

of Schoo

Quality Rating e Tier 3: Weekly notes to parents, parent education training (offered annually),
System parental lending library.

e Tier 4: Parent involvement program, parent resource center

e Tier 5: Parent-Teacher conferences twice a year, monthly newsletters

The Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) in Table (A)(1)-9 describe the current system
requirements for School-Based programs. Centers, In-Home Providers, Public-School Pre-K, and Out
of School Childcare Providers in Mississippi are governed by individual QRIS requirements.
However, QRIS requirements are sufficiently similar across provider type for the QRIS standards in
Table (A)(1)-9 to serve as a good example for all current QRIS standards in Mississippi. Please see
Appendix for QRIS requirements for each provider type.
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available in the State

Table (A)(1)-10: Status of all early learning and development workforce credentials?® currently

If State has a Number and
workforce percentage of
. . knowledge and Early
List the early learning competency Childhood
and development framework, is the | Educators Notes (if needed)
workforce credentials credential who have the
in the State aligned to it? credential
(Yes/No/
Not Available) # %o
Credential Type 1:
s .
Master’s .0 f Arts in Includes the number of educators
Early Childhood aduating with this credential in
Education and No 32 05 | &
2013.
Development
Programs
Credential Type 2:
s .
Bachelor N of Arts in Includes the number of educators
Early Childhood aduating with this credential in
Education and No 49 08 | g
2013.
Development
Programs
Credential Type 3:
ASSOClate. of Arts in Includes the number of educators
Early Childhood aduating with this credential in
Education and Yes 271 42 | & &
2013.
Development
Programs
Credential Type 4: Includes the number of educators
Vocational with graduating with this credential in
Acquired State 2013.
Training and Early The credential path is defined
Learning 120 Hour Yes 504 99 starting with the orientation and
Child Development ) moving through career benchmarks
Associate Credential until reaching the CDA.

Data are actual numbers of educators graduating with an early childhood-related degree from a
Mississippi community college or public university in 2013. Source: Mississippi Community College
Database, 2013; Mississippi Institutions of Higher I earning Student Database, 2013; Mississippi
Longitudinal Data System, 2013.

*Denominator is based on number of child care staff positions estimated to require vocational and
college credentialing (n=6,448). Source: Mississippi Department of Health, 2013.

28 Includes both credentials awarded and degrees attained.
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Table (A)(1)-11: Summary of current postsecondary institutions and other professional development
providers in the State that issue credentials or degrees to Early Childhood Educators

List postsecondary institutions and other
professional development providers in the
State that issue credentials or degrees to
Early Childhood Educators

Number of Early
Childhood Educators
that received an early
learning credential or
degree from this
entity in the previous
year

Does the entity align its programs
with the State’s current
Workforce Knowledge and
Competency Framework and
progression of credentials?

(Yes/No/Not Available)

Coahoma Community College 21 Yes
Copiah-Lincoln Community College 17 Yes
East Central Community College 36 Yes
Hinds Community College 47 Yes
Itawamba Community College 31 Yes
Jones County Junior College 9 Yes
Meridian Community College 10 Yes
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 52 Yes
Northeast Mississippi Community College 4 Yes
Northwest Mississippi Community College 20 Yes
Pearl River Community College 9 Yes
Southwest Mississippi Community College 16 Yes
Alcorn State University 16 No
Jackson State University 40 No
Mississippi Valley State University 33 No

*Source: MSU Extension Service, MSCCR&R

Source: Mississippi Longitudinal Data System, 2013
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Table (A)(1)-12: Current status of the State’s Kindergarten Entry Assessment

Essential Domains of School Readiness

Cognition and

9 Lre general .
Stlf:mi S Iilndergart:n Language knowledge Approaches wl;llll}_’ ;1;;:11 Social and
niry Assessmen guag (including early toward 8 emotional
and literacy : . and motor
mathematics and learning development
C development
early scientific
development)
Domain covered? (Y/N) Y Y Y N N
Domain aligned to Early
Learning and Y Y % N N
Development Standards?
(Y/N)
Instrument(s) used? Y Y % N N
(Specify)
Evidence of validity and Y Y
reliability? (Y/N) Y N N
Evidence of validity for
English learners? (Y/N) Y Y Y N N
Evidence of validity for
children with Y Y Y N N
disabilities? (Y/N)
How broadly All Farly All Early Learning | All Early
admi.ni.stered? It n0.t Lezlllr ntl)ng . Collaborative, Learning
administered statewide, | Collaborative ] ]
include date for , Statewide Statewide Collaborative,
. . beginning S .
reaching statewide January 1 beginning January | Statewide
administration) 2014, witha | 1,2014, witha beginning
[l)g(gf;ctlon of projection of 100% | January 1,
0
administratio | administration 2014, with a
n across all across all state rojection of
state licensed Proy
centers by licensed centers by | 100%
2019, 2019. administration
across all state
licensed centers
by 2019.
Results included in
Statewide ILongitudinal Y Y Y
Data System? (Y/N)
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State

Table (A)(1)-13: Profile of all early learning and development data systems currently used in the

List each data
system currently
in use in the
State that
includes early
learning and
development
data

Essential Data Elements
Place an “X” for each Essential Data Element (vefer to the definition) included in
each of the State’s data systems

Unique
child
identifier

Unique
Early
Childhood
Educator
identifier

Unique
program
site
identifier

Child and
family
demographic
information

Early
Childhood
Educator
demographic
information

Data on
program
structure
and
quality

Child-level
program
participation
and
attendance

Mississippi
Student
Information
System (MSIS) *

X

Child Care
Payment System
(CCPS) **

b

Child Plus ***

R&R MRS

R&R PDTS

Quality Stars
(QRIS)

Allies for Quality
Care

CDA Credential

ol I e Il el e

Nurturing Homes

DECCD
Credential

Partners for
Quality Care

Project
PREPARE

Family Wise****

Prenatal Care

Early
Intervention

Children's
Medical Program
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